NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Friday held a security review meeting where he was briefed by three service chiefs about the ground situation amidst war hysteria generated by Pakistan. 

The hour-long meeting also included discussions on urgent matters related to the armed forces, including the pending issue of Pay Commission recommendations and status of the acquisition programme. 

This was the third meeting between the Prime Minister and the service chiefs after the Mumbai attacks. The service chiefs had earlier briefed senior Cabinet ministers in South Block last Saturday. 

There have been reports of some mobilisation by Pakistan Armed Forces. The Indian Army has its own system of verifying troop moments across the border. 

The official assessment of the actual ground situation was also discussed at the meeting with Prime Minister. 

The Army said there was no mobilisation from the Indian side. 

Whatever movement being reported by eyewitnesses in the border towns and villages is routine. At any given point of time, some troops keep changing their positions in operational areas. Reports claimed that Pakistan Army was conducting a corp level exercise along the Rajasthan-Gujarat border. 

New Delhi is playing down the war talk even as the Pakistan Armed Forces and its leadership have stepped up the pitch. The Indian Armed Forces feel that the sorties by Pakistan Air Force over three major cities a few days ago were only a “posturing”. 

The three services chiefs briefed the Prime Minister about the acquisition plan of the armed forces. All the three services have some key weapon systems to acquire from foreign vendors. The government is expected to speed up the process. The government has a long drawn procurement process. The armed forces would expect that some of the key requirements would be met urgently. 

The Prime Minister also has to take a call on settling dispute over the pay commission recommendation. The committee of ministers appointed to look into the grievances of the armed forces has submitted its report to the Prime Minister. 

It was learnt that most of the four demands raised by the Armed Forces would be met.
